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KNAYE's-ACRE ASSOCIATION. 


A 


RESOLUTIONS 
ADOPTED AT A MEETING 


oF 
PLACEMEN, PENSIONERS, &c. 


RESOLVED» | 
1 this Society be compoſed of thoſe who 
1 actually derive benefits from the continuance 
of the preſent abuſes. 


RESOLVED, 


That we will conſtantly oppoſe every attempt to ob- 
tain a Reform of Parliament, ſince that being accom- 
pliſhed, many other changes may be produced inimi- 


cal to our deareſt intereſts, 
RE8OLVED. 


That we are well ſatisfied with things continuing 
as they are, for the following unanſwerable reaſons, 

I, Becauſe—The Abules in the preſent Syſtem 
are but very few and trifling. | 

IT. Becauſe—The Influence of the Crown is ſo 
Imall as to require a very conſiderable augmenta- 
tion, notwithſtanding any thing ſaid to the contrary 
by Judge Blackſtone in his Comment, B. I. Ch. 8 


P. 337. | 
_ III. 


* « The inſtruments of power are not perhaps ſo open and 

« avowed as they formerly were, and therefore are the leis 
liable to jealovs and invidious reflections; but they are 
&© not the weaker upon that account. In ſhort our national 
A 2 « debt. 
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III. Becauſe in the Houſe of Peers chere are Lords 
to be found whofe patriotic zeal and inflexibility ex- 
ceed the reach of expreſhon or even of conception: 
and farther, becauſe the prerogative can never give the 
eſcendant in that auguſt aſſembly, by the pouring in at pleaſure 
an unlimited number of new created lords. Blackſtone 
Com. B. I. P. 157. | 

Es | IV. Becauſe 


« debt and taxes (beſides the inconveniences before men- 
„ tioned) have alſo in their natural erf hr thrown 
« ſuch a weight of power into the executive ſcale of govern- 
« ment, as we cannot think was intended by our patriot 
« anceſtors; who glorioufly ſtruggled for the abolition of 
« the then formidable parts of the prerogative, and by an 
« unaccountable want of foreſight eſtabliſhed this ſyſtem in 
« their ſtead. The intire collection and gages of fo 
« yaſt a revenue, being placed in the hands of the crown, 
« have given riſe to ſuch a multitude of new officers created 
e by SY removable at the royal pleaſure, that they have ex- 
* tended the influence of government to every corner in the 
« nation. Witneſs, the commiſſioners and the multitude of de- 
&« pendents on the cufloms in every part of the kingdom ; the com- 
„ miſſioners of exciſe, and their numerous ſubalterxs, in every in- 
« land diſtrict, the poſt-maſters and their ſervants; planted in 
« every town and upon every road; ths: commiſſioners of the 
« famps and their diftributors which are full as /catteredand 
“ full as numerous; the officers of the ſalt duty, which though a 
« ſpecies of exciſe and conducted in the ſame manner, are 
« yet made a diſtin corps from the ordinary managers of 
t that revenue; the /urveyors of houſer and windews, the re- 
&« ceivers of land tax, the managers of lotteries and the com- 
&« miffioners of hackney coaches ; all which are either mediately 
« or immediately appointed by the crown and removable at 
« pleaſure without any reaſon aſſigned ; theſe it requires but 
« little penetration to ſee, muſt give that power on which 
&« they depend for ſubſiſtence, an influence moſt amazingly 
_ * extenſive. To this may be added the frequent opportuni- 
ties of conferring particular obligations, by preference in 
% loans, ſubſcriptions, tickets, remittances and other money 
« tranſactions, which will greatly increaſe this influence; 
% and that over thoſe pt rſons whoſe attachment on account 
« of their wealth, is frequently the moſt deſirable. All this 
is 


3 


IV. Becauſe—The Houſe of Commons is compoſed 
of the actual Repreſentatives of the people, fairly, and 
unequivocally choſen by them: and has not within its 
walls a ſingle placeman or penſioner, who is the devoted 
friend of miniſters, and the creature of Ariſtocracy. 

V. Becauſe—EICHTY NINE ThovsAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND NINETY NINE POUNDs cannot be 
termed an enormous Sum, when it is conſidered that 
it pays the ey ſalaries of the menzal Servants of his 
Majeſty's Houſehold. : 

VL Becauſe—There is little or no difference be- 
tween 130,000. the whole annual expence of the 
federal government of America and 25,000,000, 
yearly levied for public purpoſes in Great Britain. 

VII. Becauſe—Although the national debt is fo 
ſmall, as to be hardly worth ſpeaking of, the bleſſings 
it gives riſe to are ſpread over every inch of Britiſh 
Ground. | 

VIII. Pecauſe—Our financier has taught the nation 
an ingenious mode of paying the left hand with the 
right. 

IX. Becauſe— The paltry Sum of 107, 4040. al- 
though it almoſt equals the whole expence of the Ameri- 
can Sn e is not a ſingle farthing more than is 
merited by the noble and virtuous BAND oF PENSION= 
ERS, Who, in gratitude, are unceaſingly employed for 
the benefit of the people. 


is the natural, though perhaps the unforeſeen conſequence 
« of erecting our funds of credit, and to ſupport them eſta- 
1 bliſhing our preſent perpetual taxes; the whole of which 
« is entirely new fince the reſtoration in 1660, and by far the 
« greateſt part fince the revolution in 1638. And the ſame 
« may be faid with regard to the officers in owr numerous army, 
4 the places which the army has created; all which put 


te together give the executive power ſo perſuaive an energy 
« with reſpect to the perſons themſelves, and fo prevalling 
« an intereſt with their friends and families, as will amply 
« make amends for the loſs of external prerogative. | 
A3 X. Pecauſe 

. 
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X. Becauſe— Tur Lanp Tax of this Country 


is aſſeſſed with the utmoſt fairneſs and Equality. 

XI. Becauſe—Tnet Poor Laws form the beſt code 
that can be poſſibly contrived for ſecuring the proſpe- 
tity and happineſs of the labouring part of Society: 
and becauſe there is no hardſhip whatever in obliging 
a man, by the law of Settlements, to remain. wherg 
he cannot procure bread by his employ ; when, by 
removing into the next pariſh he might, from the dif- 
ference of demand for his particular kind of labour, 
obtain a ſufficient ſupport for himſelf and family. * 
XII. Becauſe—Thepermitting, at the ſame time, the 
combination of maſters and the che laws againſt the 
combination of workmen toexiſt, ought not to be called 
infamouſlyunjuſt, partial and oppreſſive; ſince by prevent- 
ing wages riſing beyond a certain point, determined by 
the maſters themſelves, and by placing no limits to their 


* With an authority equal to that by which this aſſocia- 
tion performs moſt of its acts it enjoins all bookſellers to 
eraſe the words © miſerable ſhifts and lame expedients” from 
P. 365. B. I. of Blackſtone's Commentaries where the learned 
Judge ſpeaks of the laws in queſtion. It alſo commands all 
printers who may in future have the printing of Dr. Adam 

mith's Inquiry into the Nature and Cauſes of the Wealth of 

ations, to leave blank the ſeveral pages of that work which 
this Aſſociation ſhall hereafter think proper, in its infallible 
wiſdom to point out. In the firſt place then it is required that 
this ſalutary change take place in every page from that of 
212 to 220 Vol. I. incluſive, The Dr. having there injudi- 
ciouſiy termed theſe Laws © an evident violation of natural 
« liberty and juſtice, and reminds the common people of 
% England that although, ſo jealous of their liberty, they 
&« have now for more than a Century together ſuffered them- 
6 ſelves to be expoſed to this oppreſſion without a remedy.” 
And has the wonderful iniolence to add, „There is ſcarce 
6 a poor man in England of forty years of age, Iwill venture 
6 to ſay, who has not in ſome part of his life felt himſelf 
© moſt cruelly oppreſſed by this ill contrived law of ſettle- 
ments“ | | | 
*, 


depreſ- 


1 
depreſſion, the greateſt degree of encouragement is held 


out ta. induſtry and — 


XIII. Becauſe Not withſtanding the filly nonſenſe 
of Judge Blackſtone who ſays “ from this lip (the 
& foreſt law) has ſprung a baſtard Slip, known by the 
cc name of the Game law, now arrived to and wan- 
ce toning in its higheſt vigour: both founded upon the 
© ſame unreaſonable notions of permanent property 
c in wild creatures; and both productive of the ſame 
„ tyranny to the commons; but with this difference, 
* that the foreſt laws have eſtabliſhed only onex 
© MIGHTY HUNTER throughout the land, the game 
& Jaws have raiſed a little Nimrod in every Manor.” * 
We are fully of opinion that the game laws are found- 
ed on the RIGHTS OF MAN. i 

XIV. Becauſe - The Exciſe laws conſtitute the moſt 
eaſy, mild, and pleaſing code that can poſſibly be deviſed: 
nk becauſe, the aſſertions made by Judge Blackſtone, 
that © the rigour and arbitrary proceedings of the Ex- 
& ciſe laws ſeem hardly compatible with the temper 
of a free nation.” ( Blackitone Com. B. I. C. 8.) 
* And that the proceedings in caſe of tranſgreſſions 
are ſo ſummary and ſudden, that a man may be con- 
cc yicted in wwe dans time in the penalty of many thou- 
* ſand pounds by two commiſſioners or juſtices of the 
6 peace ; to the total excluſion of the trial by jury, and diſ- 


The paſſage here quoted is one of thoſe the printing of 
which this aſſociation thinks proper abſolutely to forbid. 
Nor let any one hope to ſhelter themſelves under the pre- 
cedent which this aſſociation may ſeem to have afforded them 
by having themſelves printed the offenſive paſſage. Since 
although they declare their intention ta ſtrain the law to the 
utmoſt againſt every one who ſhall dare to.expreſs a wiſh 
for the amelioration of the preſent ſyſtem; yet do they @on- 
ceive themſelves to be above all law and to poſſeſs the ex- 
cluſive right of thinking, ſpeaking, writing and printing. 

" | 26 regard 
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& regard of the common law.” Are entirely void of 
truth, * 

XV. Becauſe—The Statute law is exceedingly 
conciſe, explicit, and in every caſe conſiſtent ; never 
being in the leaſt obſcure or intricate. + 


* This Aſſociation abſolutely prohibits the future 
rinting of the above quoted paſſage, as well as the follow- 
ing which appears on the oppoſite page of this ſeditious 
publication. From its firſt original to the preſent time, 
« its very name the Exciſe has been edzous to the people of 
« England. It has nevertheleſs been impoſed on abundance 
ce of other commodities in the reigns of King William III, 
& and every ſucceeding prince, To SUPPORT THE ENORMOUS 
© EXPENCES OCCASIONED BY OUR WARS ON THE CONTINENT, 
% Thus brandies and other ſpirits are now exciſed at the diſtillery; 
&« printed filks and linens, at the printer's; arch and hair powder 
« at the makers; gold / nd filter wire at the wiredrawers; plate in 
« the hands of the vender, who pays yearly for a licenſe to ſell 
ce it; lands and goods fold by auction, for which a pound rate is 
& payable by the auctioncer, who alſo is charged with an an- 
& nua duty for his licenſe ; and coaches and other wheel carriages, 
for which the occupier 1s exciſed, though not with the ſame 
arbitrary, ſtrictneſs, as in moſt vi the other inſtances. To 
5 theſe we may add Cafe and Tea, Chocolate and Cocoapaſte, 
* for which the duty is paid by the retailer ; all artificial 
&« qvines commonly, %alled feveets; paper and paſteboard, firſt 
« awhen made and again if flained or printed; malt—vinegars ; 
and the manufacture of glaſs ; for all which tue duty is paid 
« by the manufacturer; hops for which the perſon that ga- 
« thers them 1s anſwerable; candles and ſoap, which are paid 
& for at the makers; mali lignors brewed for ſale, Which are 
t exciſed at the brewery ; cyder and perry at the vendors; 
% and /eather and ius, at the tanners. A LisT WHICH NO 
«© FRIEND TO HIS COUNTRY WOULD WISH TO SEE FARTHER 
4c INCREASED.” 5 g 
+ An aſſertion not leis bold and inſolent than any of thoſe 
we have already noticed of this daring libeller is that in 
which he thus: libels the law of his country. « In one ſta- 
« tute only 5. Ann. C. 14. there is falſe grammar in no 
6 fewer than fix places, beſides other miſtakes,” 
: Is 5 8 XV. 
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XVI. Becauſe—By the proceedings at Common 
Law Redreſs may be always eaſily, cheaply, and ex- 
peditiouſly obtained. A poor man being always as 
ſure to gain his right, as a rich man; the expences 
never being ſuch as need to deter any one from ſeek- 
ing, and obtaining juſtice. 

XVII. Becauſe Our Criminal Law is not at all 
ſanguinary, and becauſe, the niceſt agreement is ob- 
ſerved between the degree of atrocity in the Crime, 
and the degree of puniſhment: in conſequence of 
which, trifling faults are never puniſhed with death, 
whilſt enormous crimes are committed almoſt with 
impunity, And although ſome fooliſh people may be 
ſhocked at finding that“ among the waricty of actions 
cc which men are daily liable to commit, no leſs than an 
& hundred and ſiæty have been declared by att of parliament 
&« tg be felomes without benefit of clergy ; or, in other 
« words to be worthy of inſtant death.” Yet no one 
can impute ſeverity to thoſe laws which make it” a 
& capital crime to break down the mound of a fiſh 
cc pond, whereby any fiſh ſhall eſcape ; or to cut down 
« a cherry tree in an orchard, or which renders it 
« felony without benefit of clergy, to be ſeen for one 
% month in the company of perſons who call them- 


ce ſelves, or are called, Egyptians.” Blackſtone Com. 
B, IV., CG. 1 P.4& 18. 


XVIII. Becauſe—Government, mindful of the max- 
im Ignorantia Furis, quod quiſque tenetur ſcire, neminem 
excufat takes every neceſſary care of the education 
of the infant poor; ſo that they rever can, through 
ignorance, commit a breach of thoſe laws, a thorough 
knowledge of which is not to be obtained, but by long, 
careful and aſſiduous ſtudy. * ' 
XIX. Becauſe - Impriſonment for debt is a punĩſh- 
ment well adapted to the crime of being unfortunate; 
is the beſt mode of enabling an inſolvent debtor to ſa- 
tisfy his creditors; and is exceedingly well calculated to 
ſtop the ravages of the villainous twindler, by opening 
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an aſylum whither he may retire to enjoy his well 
—_— harveſt, in daring defiance of thoſe he has plun- 
dered. 

XX. Becauſe—Our young men are never inveigl- 
ed by deluſive arts and made to fell themſelves for life 
for the horrid purpoſes of war. | 

XXI. Becauſe—The taxes are ſo impoſed as to 
fall chiefly on the rich and thoſe who fare ſumptuouſly 
every day. 

XXII. Becauſe—The natural guardians of our 
illand are never inhumanly dragged from their homes 
and forced upon a ſervice they abhor. 

XXIII. Becauſe—The bleſſed Syſtem of War- mak- 
ing is admirably contrived to advance the proſperity, 
and increaſe the happineſs of the whole nation. Since 
a few are never enriched and aggrandized by it, at the 
expence of the multitude. 

XXIV. Becauſe—Peace and affection exiſting be- 
tween the inhabitants of neighbouring nations is, at 
once, contrary to the dictates of Conſcience, and the 
principles of Chriſtianity, 

XXV. Becauſe—Our great men are ſo devoted to 
the intereſts of the people, that they never form co- 
alitions with thoſe they have branded with every poſ- 
fible diſgraceful epithet. 

XXVI. Becauſe—We have had no inſtance, of 
late, of the Liberty of the ſubje& or the Freedom of 
the Preſs being invaded ; or of any man or ſet of men 
being prevented from diſcuſſing or inveſtigating thoſe 
ſubjects which muſt be near to the heart of every 
thinking man. 

XXVII. Becauſe—Our Conſtitution poſſeſſes that 
which has been never yet attained by any other human 
contrivance PERFECTION. 

XXVIII. Becauſe—We are bleſſed with an Heaven 
bern miniſter. | 

XXIX. Becauſe—The ſaid heaven born miniſter, and 
all his dependents, are eager to devote the enormous 
emoluments of office to the goodly ſervice of alleviat- 
ing the burthens of the people. 

* 


* 


En 


XXX. Becauſe—By the preſent mode of ſtarving 
the inferior clergy and by rewarding the dignitaries 
of the church with princely incomes no appearance is 
diſcoverable of any levelling ſyſtem nor are any ap- 
proaches made towards that equality which we are 
W to view with ſo much alarm. 

XXI. Becauſe — The mode of providing for the 
Clergy of the eſtabliſiment, by the exaction 1 tythes, is 
exceedingly well calculated to excite a ſpirit of induſtry 
and improvement in the huſbandman, and to promote 
affection, harmony, and confidence between the peo- 
ple and their paſtors. ä | 

XXXII. Becauſe—Teſt Acts are admirably con- 
trived to produce unity of ſpirit amongſt men, and to 
unite by the bonds as peace chriſtians of every deno- 
mination; and becauſe that which was intended as the 
moſt ſacred pledge of the Almightys love to man, and 
of the confidence of the creature in the mercies of his 
Creator, is never employed for the moſt vile and mer- 
cenary purpoſes, | "Rs 


RESOLVED. 


That the Duke of Richmond be the fitteſt man in 
the kingdom to fill the office of Maſter General of the 
Ordnance, he having always been in the habit of 
fnatching his livelihood out of the fire. 


RESOLVED. 


That we will neyer allow it to be a proper time 
for the people to have their own. 


RESOLVED. 


That we will never imitate the conduct of certain Of- 
ficers of the Army, who have moſt daringly and unwiſe- 
ly preſumed to be guided by their conſcience and judge- 
ment,rather than by a proper attention to their intereſt. 

RESOLVED 


\ 
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Rr$SOLVED. 


That the thanks of this Aſſociation be preſented 
to the Hon. Mr. Charles James Fox for the excellent 
pattern he has ſet before us, for the regulation of our 
conduct in thoſe caſes in which the exerciſe of our 
general attribute, verſatility, may be called forth. 


That Gentleman having declared ““ that it afforded 


ct him the /incereft pleaſure, to learn the miniſter meant 
& to go on a large ſcale, in providing for the vigorous 
ce proſecution of the war:“ that war, reſpecting which 
he had juſt before pathetically exclaimed. &« Alas! 
c the calamities of the preſent war ate not the cala- 
& mities of a common war They are calamities 
<« infinitely more extenſive, becauſe they relate to an 
ce object not aſcertained and deſcribed.” 


RESOLVED. 
That it be recommended to miniſtry to coop up in 


| ſeparate camps, barracks, inland fortreſſes &c. ſuch of our 


ſoldiery as are not ſent to fight againſt the Republic 
of France; ſo that they be kept a d:/tin# body from the 
people: that being the ſureſt way of preventing the 
citizen and the ſoldier from being more intimately connected 


ſpirit with the people, » 
RESOLVED. 


That being ſtrict diſciplinarians, we are of opinion, 
that a few hundred laſhes on the naked ſhoulders in- 
flicted by right handed drummers, croſſed with others 


well applied by a left hand, and divided by others in 


every poſſible direction, is a proper reward for a com- 
mon ſoldier who ſhall be found afleep on his poſt- 


Nay, we are well aſſured that the conſideration, alone, of 


the exquiſite ſenſations which muſt be produced, when 
each thong of the cat becomes, at every laſh, loadedwith 


- - mult 


together; and of preventing the army from poſſeſſing the ſame _ 


ſtrips of fleſh, will be ſufficient to keep any man awake,and · 
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muſt therefore effectually prevent the commiſſion 
of this particular crime. | 


RESOLVED. 


That the common ſoldier, who, by the law of the 
land ſhould have received three Shillings a week for 
his ſubſiſtence, is under infinite obligations to the Se- 
cretary at War for having diſcovered that of late years 
it has ſo happened that he has not had for the purpoſe of 
ſubſiſtence above eighteen pence or two ſhillings a 
week *, 


RESOLVED. 


That the people are obliged to miniſters, who inſtead 
of adopting the abſurd method of putting things to 
rights by enforcing obedience to the Mutiny act, have 
had recourſe to the more ingenious mode, of dipping 
into the public purſe to render the preſent ſubſiſtence 
equal to what the common ſoldier formerly enjoyed. 


Re$OLvED. 
That every opportunity be ſeized of giving the 


people an unfayourable opinion of thoſe men who 
agree with Mr. Tooke, that two factions are contend- 
ing for the plunder, the government, and the patronage 
of the whole country. 


»The author of a pamphlet on this ſubject ſays, Thus the 
« poor fellow has, as the Secretary at War obſerved, of late 
&« years, not had above eighteen pence or two ſhillings a ue t 
but this was not becauſe his pay, as eſtabliſhed by law, was 
„ inſuthcient; it was becauſe his ſuperior officer was ſuffered 
eto break the law with impunity, to anſwer the very worſt 
of ends: to make a Soldier a fop, to deform him, to ren- 
der his perſon as much unlike any thing human as poſſi- 
« ble; or to draw into the pocket of the commiſlion officers 
« a few dirty beggarly pence. '— How untrue this aſſertion is 
every one may be capable of judying. 
| RESOLVED 
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RESOLVED. 


That we endeavour to make the people believe that 
their jealouſy and ſuſpicion, is il founded. 


RE*6LVED. . k 


That their eager endeavours to obtain a reformation 
of abuſes muſt be repreſented as violent efforts to ex- 
cite a rebellion. 


ResoLvED. 


That as the continuance of the preſent abuſes 
depends on the want of information, and on the con- 
ſequent ſupineneſs of the people; it is therefore incum- 
bent on this affociation ftrenuouſly to oppoſe the 
eſtabliſhment of ſocieties for promoting the diffuſion 
of political knowledge. 


RESOLVED 


That this Aſſociation be diligently employed in 
endeayouring to procure the abolition of * 
Schools, * 

RæsoLv Ep. 


That, ſhould any one preſume to aſſert that the 
Sovereigns of Europe are not guided by the ſtricteſt 
laws of Honour and of Juſtice, or that they poſſeſs 
none of the mzlk of human kindneſs ; they be referred to 
the late juſt and generous partition of Poland by the 
King of Pruſſia and the gentle Catherine, Empreſs of all 


the Luſſias. | 
EP RESsOLv- 


* This Aſſociation freely acknowledges itſelf indebted 
for this idea to that independent and highly reſpectable di- 
urnal publication TE Wok LD. In that paper was firſt ſug- 

ſted the danger of the ſeditious doctrines of Mr. Paine 
ing ſpread by the poor being taught to read in — 


( 1s ) 


RESOLVED. 


That, untill our own incomes become affected, we 
will conſtantly aſſert that the numerous bankruptcies 
which have lately filled our Gazettes afford the moſt 
inconteſtible proofs of—the proſperous and flouriſhing 
ſtate of the nation. 


Signed, 


THOs, MOREMORE, Chairman. 
_ Commiſſioner of the Colonel of the 
ä Militia;—Private Secretary to Firſt Clerk 
in the Groom of the and a Penſioner 

on the—Eſtabliſhment. 


Wa. SUPPLE Secretary, 


Schools, and in the ſame paper it was therefore recommended 
to all thoſe who would be timely wiſe to withdraw their ſub- 
ſcriptions from thoſe ſeminaries of miſchief. 
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